The Climate Outreach Information Network (COIN) is holding a three hour forum in London
on Monday 19" October 2009 in partnership with Migrant Rights, Praxis, Refugee Action and
the Refugee Council.

The forum will be the first of its kind and will provide a space for refugees and migrants in
the UK to come together to talk about climate change. The event will include presentations
by expert scientists, Q&A and discussion workshops aimed at exploring the issues.

Come along and join together to decide what collective action you can take!

All welcome. Refreshments provided. Travel expenses reimbursed.

BOOK your place: Email or telephone Catrina Pickering on catrina@coinet.org.uk or
01865403334 to book or/and to find out more.

For further info see www.coinet.org.uk.
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What is the Forum? So, what is Climate Change?

The Forum is a new event to be held on Monday 19" October in London. It is for Climate change is linked to the build-dzLJ 2 F 3 aSa Ay GKS
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They include carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and water vapour. Most are

produced by developed countries.
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U Come along and listen to what the scientists have to say.

U Talk to other participants about the effects of climate change on your . . .
. P P g Y The problem is that humans have drastically increased the amount of these gases
country. . : . . .
Y in the atmosphere. We have done this by burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil and

U Join others in deciding what can be done. natural gas) for transport, manufacture and industry.

Will it just get hotter? No, other changes will happentoo. Iy ONB I & Ay 3
surface temperature leads to greater climatic extremes and more droughts,
flooding, storms, sea-level rise and unpredictability in weather and seasons. As
temperature rises, these events will become more frequent and more serious.

The forum is being organised jointly by Climate Outreach Information Network,
Migrants Rights Network, Praxis, Refugee Action and the Refugee Council.

To stop this, the human race has to significantly reduce the amount of fossil fuels it

About this booklet burns!

This booklet is designed to give you a bit more information about why climate
change is relevant to migration and refugees and what is likely to happen in
developing countries.




Climate Change, People and the
Developing World

There is widespread agreement that the developing world is and will be worst
affected by climate change. There are three basic reasons for this:

e Geographic location: For example, Africa is prone to drought, Bangladesh is
prone to flooding.

e Fishing and agriculture: Developing countries rely on fisheries and
agriculture, both of which will be damaged.

e Money: Many of the affected countries lack the money and technology to
deal with climate change.

So, developing countries will face shorter growing seasons, changing rainfall and
increased drought and flooding. Loss of water resources and retreat in glacial ice
will expose millions of people to disaster. Sea-level rise could displace whole
communities - some small islands states in the Pacific Ocean may disappear.

With local conditions getting warmer and wetter climate change also increases

the risk of certain diseases. The spread of Malaria, Cholera and Diarrhoea are all
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killers.

The cost of adapting to
climate change for developing
countries in 2030 is an
estimated $28 to $67 billion.

Historic responsibility

Developing countries are set to be worst affected by climate change. But it is the
developed world that bears the main responsibility for having released the majority of
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere over the past 200 years. Take a look at the per
person carbon emissions of these four countries:
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Should America make the same cuts in emissions as Somalia? Who should pay to protect
the famers of Kenya? What should happen to islanders in the Pacific living on islands which
may soon disappear? We will all have to reduce our emissions if GHG levels are to be
stabilised but does this mean countries like Somalia be prevented from developing? Should
developing countries remain poor and undeveloped?

Between 1900 and 2004,
73% of disasters were
By 2025, two-thirds of climate related. 94% of
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will suffer water disaster-related deaths
occur in developing
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countries.




Climate Change 0 a global snapshot from the scientists...
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Current estimates suggest that climate

change could displace 250 million people
In the next forty years.

Climate Change and Migration

As life and livelihoods become more difficult, people and communities will be forced to
move because of climate change. Current research suggests that some 25 million people
have already migrated in direct response to environmental deterioration. Sea-level rise
causes an obvious threat but so too do disasters, water shortage, famine and the reality of
unproductive land.

It is estimated that climate change could displace 250 million people worldwide in the
next forty years. At first, the majority of this migration will be localised. A shortage of
productive land and an increasingly mobile population also heightens the risk of violent
conflict.

The obvious exception to localised movement is for people and communities living on
low-lying islands ¢ they have nowhere to go. Importantly there is no international
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How could people who are
forced to migrate for
environmental reasons be
granted protection under

international law?

Are things ¢ hanging in
your country?




