
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKE a STAND in SOLIDARITY  

 

 

 

www.coinet.org.uk 

 

 

The Climate Outreach Information Network (COIN) is holding a three hour forum in London 
on Monday 19th October 2009 in partnership with Migrant Rights, Praxis, Refugee Action and 
the Refugee Council.  

The forum will be the first of its kind and will provide a space for refugees and migrants in 

the UK to come together to talk about climate change. The event will include presentations 

by expert scientists, Q&A and discussion workshops aimed at exploring the issues. 

Come along and join together to decide what collective action you can take! 

 

All welcome.  Refreshments provided.  Travel expenses reimbursed. 

BOOK your place:  Email or telephone Catrina Pickering on catrina@coinet.org.uk or 

01865403334 to book or/and to find out more. 

For further info see www.coinet.org.uk.  

 

 

 

 

The Forum ï We NEED YOU!  

Monday 19
th

 October, 14.00-17.00 
 

The Amnesty Action Centre 
 

17-25 New Inn Yard, London, EC2A 3EA 

Nearest tube: Old Street, Liverpool Street, Moorgate 
 

 

 

 

 

Stand Up in Solidarity:  
 

 

Climate Change Refugee and 

Migrant Forum  
 

 

 

mailto:catrina@coinet.org.uk
http://www.coinet.org.uk/


 

 

  

 

 

Climate change is linked to the build-ǳǇ ƻŦ ƎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 

ƎŀǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎέ ƻǊ DIDǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŜŀǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ  

They include carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and water vapour. Most are 

produced by developed countries. 

The problem is that humans have drastically increased the amount of these gases 

in the atmosphere.  We have done this by burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil and 

natural gas) for transport, manufacture and industry. 

Will it just get hotter? No, other changes will happen too.  IƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ 

surface temperature leads to greater climatic extremes and more droughts, 

flooding, storms, sea-level rise and unpredictability in weather and seasons.  As 

temperature rises, these events will become more frequent and more serious.   

To stop this, the human race has to significantly reduce the amount of fossil fuels it 

burns! 

 

 

What is the Forum?  

The Forum is a new event to be held on Monday 19th October in London.  It is for 

refugees and migrants in the UK to come together to talk about climate change.   

ü Come along and listen to what the scientists have to say. 

ü Talk to other participants about the effects of climate change on your 

country. 

ü Join others in deciding what can be done. 

The forum is being organised jointly by Climate Outreach Information Network, 

Migrants Rights Network, Praxis, Refugee Action and the Refugee Council. 

 

About this booklet  

This booklet is designed to give you a bit more information about why climate 

change is relevant to migration and refugees and what is likely to happen in 

developing countries. 

So, what is Climate Change?  

 

Case study: Bangladesh  
 

Bangladesh is set to be one of the countries most affected by climate change; tens of millions of 
Bangladeshis may be forced out of their homes due to increased and extreme flooding.  
Bangladesh is, on average, no more than 10 metres above sea level. A 30-45cm sea-level rise 
will force the migration of about 35 million people living in coastal regions.  
 
Warmer temperatures are also likely to lead to an increase in the intensity of cyclones.  On the 
15 November 2007, Cyclone Sidr tore through the country, devastating the lives of millions of 
people. In the village of North Southkhali, on the edge of the Sundarbans, one in every 12 
people died. 
 

Case study: Mozambique  

¢ƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǳǊō ƻŦ ¢ŜǘŜ /ƛǘȅΣ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ aƻȊŀƳōƛǉǳŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǘǘŜǊ 

and there are more floods and more drought.  Every year, the Zambezi river floods, leaving 

families without food and forcing them from their homes.  Land workers and fishermen are 

meanwhile moving to urban areas due to the unprofitability of farming and fishing.  

Due to the high temperatures and increased rainfall, disease is also on the up, making for an 

increasingly hostile environment all round. 

 



  

There is widespread agreement that the developing world is and will be worst 

affected by climate change. There are three basic reasons for this:  

 Geographic location: For example, Africa is prone to drought, Bangladesh is 

prone to flooding.  

 Fishing and agriculture: Developing countries rely on fisheries and 

agriculture, both of which will be damaged. 

 Money: Many of the affected countries lack the money and technology to 

deal with climate change. 

So, developing countries will face shorter growing seasons, changing rainfall and 

increased drought and flooding.  Loss of water resources and retreat in glacial ice 

will expose millions of people to disaster.  Sea-level rise could displace whole 

communities - some small islands states in the Pacific Ocean may disappear. 

With local conditions getting warmer and wetter climate change also increases 

the risk of certain diseases. The spread of Malaria, Cholera and Diarrhoea are all 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 

killers.    

 

Climate Change, People and the  

Developing World  
 

Historic responsibility  
 

Developing countries are set to be worst affected by climate change. But it is the 

developed world that bears the main responsibility for having released the majority of 

greenhouse gases into the atmosphere over the past 200 years. Take a look at the per 

person carbon emissions of these four countries:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should America make the same cuts in emissions as Somalia? Who should pay to protect 

the famers of Kenya? What should happen to islanders in the Pacific living on islands which 

may soon disappear? We will all have to reduce our emissions if GHG levels are to be 

stabilised but does this mean countries like Somalia be prevented from developing? Should 

developing countries remain poor and undeveloped?   

 

In 2000, 150,000 deaths 
worldwide were linked 
to climate change. 

 

 

 

The cost of adapting to 
climate change for developing 
countries in 2030 is an 
estimated $28 to $67 billion. 

 

Rainfall in the wet season 

in Pakistan could increase 

by 5 to 50% by 2070.  This 

would have a significant 

impact on cotton, the 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩs main cash crop. 

 

 

 

By 2025, two-thirds of 

ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

will suffer water 

shortages. 

 

By the 2050s, the number 

of people at risk of hunger 

and associated health 

effects in Mali is expected 

to have doubled due to 

climate change.  

 

 

Between 1900 and 2004, 
73% of disasters were 
climate related.  94% of 
disasters and 97% of 
disaster-related deaths 
occur in developing 
countries. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Climate Change ð a global snapshot from the scientists...  

 

 

 

  

How could  people who are 
forced to migrate for 
environmental reasons be 
granted protection under 

international law?  

Current estimates suggest that climate 

change could displace 250 million people 

in the next forty  years. 

 

 

AFRICA: Ψ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
stricken by drought has doubled 
between 1970 and the early 2000s. In 
Africa, fertile land is already turning to 
desert. By 2020, climate change is 
predicted to reduce some African 
ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘǎ ōȅ рл҈ΦΩ 

ΨΧ.ȅ нлнл ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ тр ŀƴŘ нрл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
people in Africa will be facing 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜǎΦ Ω 

ΨTowards the end of the 21st century, 
projected sea-level rise is likely to 
have a severe impact on often densely 
populated, low-ƭȅƛƴƎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΦΩ 

 

 

 

[!¢Lb !a9wL/!Υ ΨBy mid-
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΧgradual 
replacement of tropical 
forest by desert in eastern 
AmazoniaΩ 
 
ΨΧŘisappearance of 
glaciers is projected to 
significantly affect water 
availability for human 
consumption, agriculture 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ 
 

ASIA:  ΨSea-levels are rising at a rapid 
rate. In Asia, the homes of 94 million 
people could be flooded by the end of 
the century, leading to large-scale 
ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΧΩ 

Ψ.ȅ ǘƘŜ нлрлǎΣ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
Central, South, East and South-East 
Asia, particularly in large river basins, is 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜΦΩ 

 

 

As life and livelihoods become more difficult, people and communities will be forced to 

move because of climate change. Current research suggests that some 25 million people 

have already migrated in direct response to environmental deterioration. Sea-level rise 

causes an obvious threat but so too do disasters, water shortage, famine and the reality of 

unproductive land. 

It is estimated that climate change could displace 250 million people worldwide in the 

next forty years.  At first, the majority of this migration will be localised. A shortage of 

productive land and an increasingly mobile population also heightens the risk of violent 

conflict.   

The obvious exception to localised movement is for people and communities living on 

low-lying islands ς they have nowhere to go.   Importantly there is no international 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ όǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ΨwŜŦǳƎŜŜ {ǘŀǘǳsΩ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ǿƛǎŀύ ŦƻǊ Ǉeople who 

ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΦΩ   

 

 

 

 

EUROPE: ΨΧincreased risk of inland flash floods 
and more frequent coastal floodingΧLƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 
Europe, climate change is projected to heighten 
temperatures and reduce water availability, 
hydropower potential, summer tourism and, in 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ŎǊƻǇ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦΩ 
 

SMALL ISLANDS: Ψ{Ŝŀ-level rise is 
expected to exacerbate flooding, 
storm surges, erosion and other 
coastal hazards, thus threatening 
vital infrastructure, settlements 
and facilities that support the 
ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦΩ 

 

 

 

Are things c hanging in 

your country?  

 
Climate Change and Migration  
 


